
AR 342/742 & RN 390/690   ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE HOLY LAND – BLOG POST INSTRUCTIONS 

DUE DATES: 10/2 (2!), 10/25, and 12/6 
 
Blog posts are short essays of around but no longer than 300 words (~ 1 page, double-spaced, 12-
pt. font, 1” margins). Each post should treat one item, e.g., a single artifact, building, site, or aspect, 
such as a certain view or location. The item may be as small as a coin or as large as a city gate. You 
may choose anything that has been presented in class or is discussed in your assigned reading. 
 
Make sure that you include the following information in your essay: 

• artifact/building/site name and date. 
• two or three succinctly stated facts. 
• one or more succinctly expressed ideas or opinions that those facts support or inspire. 
• one or two pithy concluding statements – in other words, a pay-off point. You might 

consider how this item represents or illuminates its immediate time and place, or improves 
our understanding of some larger issue, be it political, economic, literary, or cultural. 

• integration and proper citation of at least one assigned reading. Citations will not count in 
your word count. A proper citation from a print source should include all of the following: 

o author’s name (last name, first initial). 
o precise title of the article/chapter/book and, if part of a larger work, the full title of 

the venue in which it appears along with the name of the editor. 
o name and location of publisher, and date of publication. 
o precise page number(s) from which the information or quote is derived. 

 

Please note that the short length of these essays will require careful thought and multiple 
rewrites in order to make your points with force, focus, and clarity. 

 
Essays will be graded from 1-5, with 5 being the highest grade. Points will be awarded as follows: 

• 5 points: Excellent: well written, factually accurate in all details, thoughtfully incorporates 
reading, makes a significant point that is supported by the facts presented. 

• 4 points: Good: well written, factually accurate in all details, thoughtfully incorporates 
reading. 

• 3 points: Fair. Factual information is presented but there are also errors and/or significant 
omissions, ideas are general rather than focused and do not relate directly to the facts 
presented, writing is repetitive and/or sloppy, assigned reading is not properly used. 

• 2 points: Poor: writing is repetitive, sloppy, and/or unclear, references are absent or 
incorrectly used, there are errors in facts and/or the ideas to be drawn from them. 

• 1 point: Writing is sloppy and unclear, little information is offered, no larger ideas are 
presented. 

 

For examples (including from classes other than this one) see 
https://archaeologystudentsspeak.wordpress.com 


