
Quantification Worksheet 

“At the heart of quantitative studies of pottery are relatively simple tabulations of quantities of 
material in different ceramic categories (types or forms) from various sites or parts of sites. 
These quantitative questions …, whether phrased in terms of absolute quantities or of relative 
amounts such as proportions or percentages, are deceptively simple, however. The difficulty is 
that more often than not fragments are recovered rather than whole pots, and these fragments 
must somehow be translated into number of whole vessels. Yet this is only part of the problem, 
because in addition to estimating how many pots are represented, it is also important to know 
what proportion of the site was excavated to yield the pottery being studied. Thus archaeological 
pottery quantification has two major components: sampling and counting vessels” (P. Rice, 
Pottery Analysis: A Sourcebook, pp. 288-89). 
 
Sample 
ϖ nature of archaeological context: primary (i.e., floor), secondary (i.e., fill deposit), etc. 
ϖ character of archaeological context, e.g., house, tomb, etc. 
ϖ how was material recovered (i.e., with or without screening)? 
ϖ how was material saved? 
ϖ how was material recorded? 

 
Amounts: what is the goal? 
ϖ weights: what do you weigh? 

o wares/fabrics/forms/functional groups 
o What about heavy vs. light vessels? large vs. small vessels? 

ϖ counts: what do you count? Consider the following potential problems: 
o large vs. small fragments? 
o whole vs. partial vessels? 
o mended vs. single fragments? 
o large vs. small vessels? 
o thick-walled vs. thin-walled vessels? 

ϖ vessel equivalencies (MNV = minimum number of vessels) 
o body parts that stand for the whole, e.g., handle, base 

• advantage: easy 
• disadvantage: ignores body sherds so undercounts 

o rim % using diameter chart 
• advantage: greater accuracy in terms of rim representations 
• disadvantage: time-consuming + requires rims, ignores body sherds 

o ware/vessel weight 
• advantage: relatively straightforward (as long as the ware is properly 

identified) 
• disadvantage: unless ware was only used for a single vessel form, it doesn’t 

provide an estimate of vessel number 


