
 

            
 

AR 330: GREEK ARCHAEOLOGY 
 
Spring 2019        MWF 10:10 – 11:00 pm, STO 335 

Professor Andrea M. Berlin  Office: STO 341 
aberlin@bu.edu  Office Hours: M 8 – 9:30, 
Office phone: 617-358-1651  F 11:00 – 12:30 
 
OVERVIEW 
The ancient Greeks had stories, monuments, and heroes that still dazzle: Troy and Achilles, the Olym-
pic games, the Parthenon, Alexander the Great. We will study the rise and development of Greek 
culture over the course of the first millennium BCE through the medium of archaeology. We’ll learn 
why wealthy Athenians of the 8th century BCE incorporated athletic contests in their funerals, how 
aristocrats differentiated themselves in the age of democracy, how everyday Athenians commemo-
rated their dead, and the effects of Alexander the Great’s conquests on the peoples of the east. The 
ancient Greeks lived in a material world, with remains astonishing in amount, variety, and quality: 
palaces, temples, and homes (rich and poor); statues, paintings, and fine tablewares; coins, loom 
weights, and grave markers (and more!). In this course you will learn what they created, what they 
admired, and what that tells us about their lives and their values. In the process, you may also learn 
a thing or two not only about their material world, but also about our own. 

 
STUDENT OUTCOMES 
In this course you will:  
v learn about key sites, monuments, and artifacts from Greek antiquity, as well as how to 

“read” such remains for meaning beyond their simple presence or beauty; 
v learn to identify the motivations for public and monumental construction, along with their 

effects on individual sensibilities; 
v learn how to analyze the material signs of individual vs. civic identity; 
v gain perspective on the power of “visual messaging,” both in Greek antiquity and in our own 

lives and times. 

 
 



REQUIRED BOOKS and COURSE WEBSITE 
There are two required books: 

• Richard T. Neer, Greek Art and Archaeology (London, Thames and Hudson: 2012 or 2nd ed. 
2018). 

• J. J. Pollitt, Art in the Hellenistic Age (Cambridge University Press, New York: 1986) 

Additional readings, along with the syllabus, assignments, and links to web sites about 
archaeological sites and subjects, are available on the course web site (please bookmark): 
http://berlinarchaeology.wordpress.com/courses/cas-ar330-greek-archaeology/.  

 
REQUIREMENTS  
You are expected to come to all of the lectures and to complete all of the assigned reading. In 
addition to attending lectures and completing reading assignments, the following are required: 

Short reading reports x 5 (5% each = 25%). Due 1/30, 2/11, 2/22, 4/3, and 4/24. I provide a one-
page template, which you may extend to no more than two pages. For each assigned article, you 
must identify the main point, list the precise types of evidence used, and explain the method 
applied to that evidence. The goal is to practice reading analytically and summarizing the point of 
an argument succinctly. 

 Why reading reports? To gain practice in thinking like an archaeologist. Archaeology is all 
about evidence – and about fitting that evidence into a network of knowledge so as to 
squeeze out meaning. Doing this requires sound reasoning and a logical methodological 
approach. These reports give you practice balancing data, reasoning, and method, and teach 
you how to evaluate ideas. Reading reports will be the basis for group discussions. 

 
“Three things I learned” x 4 (5% each = 20%). Due 2/4, 3/1, 3/20, and 4/24. For each day and topic, 
there is a shared Google Doc to which you must contribute three facts and/or aspects that you 
found interesting, important, significant. The subjects are, respectively: the rich Athenian lady (c. 
850 BCE); the city of Athens in the 6th c. BCE; the Temple of Zeus at Olympia (c. 460 BCE); and 
Alexander the Great (late 4th c. BCE). Each individual contributed item should be no longer than a 
tweet, i.e., 280 characters or less.  Here’s the link to the shared Google Drive with the docs: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1tYk0F6rCFug4MTrKVU_TJPJ_zIcZbnyH?usp=sharing 

 Why three things? To encourage you to engage personally with these specific discoveries, 
places, and people. What strikes you? What’s worth knowing – and remembering? 

 
Postcard guidebooks x 3 (10% each = 30%). Due 2/15, 3/8, and 5/1. Each guidebook should consist 
of five images each accompanied by an identifying title, date, and caption of no more than 100 
words. Your captions should relay something worth knowing about the image, e.g., its function, 
intended audience, political message, viewing impact, historical linkage, modern resonance, etc. 
The message is up to you! You may use any of the images from lectures or assigned readings (ppts 
are posted on the class web site). I suggest constructing your guidebook in Powerpoint, as that is an 
easy format in which to compile pictures and captions together.  

 Why postcard guidebooks? To construct your own version of ancient Greece. We are drawn 
to certain artifacts, buildings, and sites, and these resonate in different ways for each one of 



us. Crafting postcard guidebooks is an opportunity to compile your own set of images and 
interpretations of ancient Greece. 

 
In-class essay exam x 1 (25%). Held 4/12. For this exam you will answer a question handed out in 
class, based on the three articles assigned for 4/8. All three are devoted to the relationship between 
Greek houses and Greek society. The authors consider plans, finds, and use of space and what these 
can tell us about developments and changes in Greek society over time. You will write the exam in 
class – but you may use your computer, and you may consult the articles during the exam. 
 
***  YOU MUST COMPLETE ALL REQUIREMENTS IN ORDER TO PASS THIS COURSE. *** 

 
GRADING  
The grading format for Reading reports and “Three Things I learned” will be √+, √, √-, and —, 
essentially the equivalent of A, B, C, and F. The format for the guidebooks and in-class essay exam 
will be standard letter grades.  
 
Grades will be assigned according to the following considerations: 

A = Excellent: well written, factually accurate in all details, thoughtfully incorporates reading, 
makes a significant point that is supported by the facts presented. 

B = Good: well written, factually accurate in all details, thoughtfully incorporates reading. 

C = Fair. Factual information is presented but there are also errors and/or significant omissions, 
ideas are general rather than focused and do not relate directly to the facts presented, writing is 
repetitive and/or sloppy, assigned reading is not well used. 

D = Poor: writing is repetitive, sloppy, and/or unclear, references are absent or incorrectly used, 
there are errors in facts and/or the ideas to be drawn from them. 

F = Writing is sloppy and unclear, little information is offered, no larger ideas are presented. 
 
Final grades will be determined as follows: 

Reading reports (5% each) x 5    25% 
Three things I learned (5% each) x 4   20% 
Postcard guidebooks (10% each) x 3   30% 
In-class essay exam (25%) x 1    25% 

 
Regular, engaged class participation over the full course of the semester will be worth a half-grade 
(i.e., from a B to a B+). 
 

***  Note that during this semester a number of class sessions will be held 
remotely via the online meeting portal zoom:  https://zoom.us *** 

 
EXPECTATIONS 
1.  Punctuality and attendance are required. Attendance will affect course grade.  



2.  Emergency absences should be phoned in (617-358-1651) or emailed to aberlin@bu.edu before 
the class meeting. ALWAYS NOTIFY, even about a projected late arrival to class. 
3.  Assignments may be handed in via hard copy or sent as a word document (.doc or .docx) via 
email. All assignments must be handed in on time. Late assignments will lose a full letter grade.  
4.  Assignments should be professionally presented: 
 •  typed, without grammatical errors or misspelled words (use SPELL CHECK!) 
 •  12 point Times New Roman font 

•  double spaced with 1” side and top/bottom margins  

5. A proper citation from a printed source will include all of the following information: 
• author’s full name; 
• precise title of the article/chapter/book; 
• if an article or chapter, then also the full title of the venue in which it appears along with 

the name of the editor, translator, and/or others connected with its publication; 
• name and place of publisher; 
• date of publication; 
• precise page number(s) from which the information or quote is derived. 

A proper citation from an on-line source will include all of the following information: 
• title of page and/or site; 
• author’s name, when noted; 
• full URL and date accessed. 

 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
In your written work you must properly cite the sources of specific information, ideas, and their 
wording. This means that you must provide full references, whether in footnotes or via an 
appended bibliography. A full reference includes the following: name of author, title of article (or 
chapter or book), title of journal or book in which it appears, publisher’s name and location (in the 
case of a book), date, and page number(s). 

If you directly derive information, etc. from a source and do not cite it, that constitutes plagiarism. 
This means that you are passing off the work of others as your own, whether it is published (in 
books or on the internet) or not (e.g., the writings of fellow students). In other words, you may not 
simply copy or paste phrases or sentences verbatim from books or web sites as if you had written 
them yourself. Plagiarism is both illegal and unethical (not always the same thing), and is forbidden 
according to the provisions of the CAS Academic Conduct Code: 
www.bu.edu/cas/students/undergrad-resources/code/. Cases of suspected academic misconduct 
will be referred to the Dean’s Office. 

 

 

 


