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When considering a given society’s structure, we need to remember that there is always space 
between what we see and the reality of that society, i.e., its full constituent members. In the case 
of the Greek world from the 10th-7th c. BCE, this space narrows. Morris examines how and 
considers why. He relies primarily on archaeological evidence. On Wednesday, we’ll discuss 
how he does it. Reading the relevant chapter in Neer will give you a more visceral sense of the 
period’s material remains. 

 
Ø Morris asserts that in the 8th c. BCE, Aegean Greeks created a new social group. What was 

that? 

Ø Name three key aspects of Greek Bronze Age society that do not continue past c. 1200 BCE. 
Ø Morris identifies population rise (‘demography’) as a critical change agent for 8th c. Greece.  

o Name two categories of archaeological evidence that can indicate population rise. 
Which is more reliable, and why? 

o Of the two structural reasons for population rise, namely cultural factors and climatic 
change, which does Morris prefer and why? 

Ø Sudden population rise leads to stress on the social fabric. Morris identifies three types of 
response: intensification; extensification; and reorganization. What do each of these mean? 
What archaeological evidence, if any, do we see for each? 

o Intensification 
o Extensification 
o Reorganization 

Ø Name three aspects of archaeological evidence that reflect changing standards of living. 

Ø Morris pinpoints the 8th c. BCE as a time of state-formation in the Greek world. Put Morris’ 
definition of ‘state’ (pp. 7-8) into your own words. 

Ø Between the 10th-9th c. and the 8th c. BCE, there is a marked shift in archaeological evidence, 
both what is found and where it is found. Morris sees that shift as reflecting the key social 
shift to egalitarianism (pp. 9-10). Explain the shift in types of remains and their contexts. 

Ø Morris identifies four variables to explain “how and why the central Aegean moved toward 
male citizenship rather than kingship,” as in the Near East and Levant (p. 10): history, 
economics, war, and religion. What key feature of each contributes to our understanding of 
what happened? 

 


