
                

AR 342/742, RN 390/690, STH TX 815   ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE HOLY LAND 

Spring 2021               TR 11:00-12:15/CAS 212 
Zoom link:  https://bostonu.zoom.us/j/96991007670?pwd=V1ZtNTJNSDVqc2NHUGM4RHVCais1dz09 

Professor Andrea M. Berlin                                Office: STO 341 
aberlin@bu.edu/ 617-358-1651              Office hours Th. 12:30-1:30 & by appt. 
 
OVERVIEW 
In Israel, ancient birthplace of three major religions and modern flashpoint for bitter territorial disputes, 
archaeology is not simply academic. Here, material remains are fundamental to people’s identities and 
understanding of place. In this course we focus on the two millennia from the Israelite through the Moslem 
conquests (c. 1200 BCE – mid-7th century CE). Over this long span, figures larger than life made history here: 
David and Goliath, King Solomon, Judah Maccabee, Herod the Great, Jesus, Constantine, and Mohammed. 
Their stories are set in time and also transcend it, while the land in which they lived was itself transformed 
from simple geography to the Holy Land. We study sites and objects that archaeologists have recovered 
and consider the relationship of these physical remains with written accounts, old and new. We also study 
how material evidence has come to be implicated in modern conflict, so as to better understand the ways 
in which the past affects the present. 

 
In this course you will: 

 Learn the major archaeological sites and types of remains relevant to the historical eras between the 
later second millennium BCE and the mid-first millennium CE; 

 Create presentations in various media in which you present sites and remains; 

 Acquire tools for evaluating the relationship between narrative and message; 

 Build understanding of the ways in which sites and objects have catalyzed social, religious, and 
political identities, in the deep past, the recent past, and the present;  

 Distinguish between arguments based on legal, ethical, and personal/emotional reasons; 

 Formulate your own sensibility regarding the ethical ramifications of archaeology in Israel. 

 
COURSE WEB SITE: http://berlinarchaeology.wordpress.com/ar-342742-rn-390690-archaeology-in-the-
holy-land/ 

In addition please enable your BU Google Apps account. Go here: http://www.bu.edu/tech/support/google/.  
Select “Account Creation page” under the “Account Access” heading, and agree to BU's terms and conditions 
for Google Apps. This will enable you to sign into Google Drive with your BU credentials. 

https://bostonu.zoom.us/j/96991007670?pwd=V1ZtNTJNSDVqc2NHUGM4RHVCais1dz09
mailto:aberlin@bu.edu/
http://berlinarchaeology.wordpress.com/ar-342742-rn-390690-archaeology-in-the-holy-land/
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REQUIRED BOOKS  
Nadia Abu el-Haj, Facts on the Ground. Archaeological Practice and Territorial Self-Fashioning in Israeli 
Society. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2001. 

 
BU Hub Learning Outcome: Ethical Reasoning  
Archaeology in Israel is charged: topical, divisive, political. Antiquity is as close as the ground beneath one’s 
feet, and fully relevant to the present moment. In this course, we embrace this reality. You will confront, 
compare, and evaluate opinions, ideas, legal stances, and personal viewpoints surrounding the ethics of 
archaeological excavation in both occupied and sovereign territory, from the early 20th century to the 
present day. You will engage in individual writing and discussion that offer multiple opportunities to 
consider and also modify your ideas. You will evaluate ethical issues raised by excavation and publication in 
areas other than Israel (e.g., in the United States via the Native American Graves Protection and 
Repatriation Act/NAGPRA, the 1956 UNESCO Recommendations), opening you to the viewpoints of various 
stakeholders. Drawing from articles, position papers, and videos, you will consider the polarizing issue of 
whether and how to explore, present, and preserve archaeological remains from occupied Jerusalem. 

 
BU Hub Learning Outcome: Digital/Multimedia Expression 
You will gain practice translating what you are learning into video narratives. You will study outside media 
sources for historical contact, their organization and presentation of information, and their ability to 
communicate complex ideas. You will watch several documentary and interview-based videos on current 
archaeological work in Israel, and assess the conjoined effects of image, reconstructions, captions, and 
voice-overs to convey different points of view. Via scaffolded story-boarding exercises you will apply these 
understandings to your own group video projects to present a narrative about a single site.  

 
BU Hub Toolkit: Teamwork/Collaboration 
In this course, learning and presentation are team efforts. You will work with partners and within teams 
throughout the semester to collect information, offer feedback, and present ideas. Seven full class sessions 
will be devoted to team discussion and collaborative work. On four class days, you will bring in a synopsis of 
key archaeological remains based on assigned reading, and have a comparative discussion with a small 
group. The group video assignment is a multi-week, scaffolded project in which you work with others to 
create a time-line, decide on roles, evaluate individual storyboard drafts, and come together to create the 
final product. 
 
REQUIREMENTS 
You are expected to come to all lectures and to complete all assigned reading. Also required: 
 
1.  Four illustrated reading responses. Responses comprise a single slide with 3-5 images culled from 
reading coupled with a single explanatory text of 175-200 words, which together illuminate a particular 
political, social, and/or religious aspect of life during a certain era* (*students enrolled in AR 742/RN 690 
must do two slides/response). Submit initial response to your folder in class google drive by 9 am of day of 
class; submit revised response by noon the following day. Edits are expected! Due dates:  

 Reading response 1 (Persian-Hellenistic): Feb. 4th/5th 
 Reading response 2: (Herodian): Feb. 11th/12th   
 Reading response 3 (Iron Age): March 25th/26th 
 Reading response 4 (Roman-Byzantine periods): April 13th/14th  

 



2. Jerusalem Op-Ed: Research opportunity, scholarly obligation, or ethical dilemma? The City of David and 
Giv’ati Parking Lot excavation sites are situated in Israeli-occupied east Jerusalem. In terms of biblical 
geography they lie immediately south of the Temple Mount. In terms of modern geography they lie atop 
the Palestinian village of Silwan. Archaeologists working here have found remains from Jerusalem’s earliest 
history, in the third millennium BCE, through the eras of the First and Second Temple periods, and into 
Byzantine, Islamic, and Crusader times. These discoveries have re-made our understanding of how the city 
grew, how it functioned, how it appeared in various eras – and how each successive set of inhabitants dealt 
with the remains of the city’s past. You are an archaeologist of ancient Israel – and as such you face a series 
of increasingly fraught ethical considerations regarding how you regard, discuss, teach, and deploy this 
information. 
 
Write an op-ed of no more than 750 words in which you take a position and defend it, considering legal, 
ethical, and scholarly vantage points. This is a scaffolded assignment, to be worked on in stages: 

 3-point outline of your ideas: March 2nd  
 Full, rough 1st draft: March 4th 
 Final polished piece: April 1st 

 
3. Debating Huqoq (April 20th): Everybody will read two articles offering interpretations of the mosaics 
from the late Roman/Byzantine synagogue at Huqoq. There will be a sign-up to ensure a sufficient number 
of readers all articles. Prepare arguments for and against the interpretations presented in each of your 
articles. We will discuss & debate in class, and vote! 
 
4. Collaborative Site/Artifact Video: One 6-minute video in which you discuss at least two sites and/or at 
least three different types of artifacts deriving from two different eras: Iron Age/1st Temple period; 
Classical/Second Temple period; and/or Roman-Byzantine/Rabbinic period. This is a scaffolded assignment, 
with opportunities for both individual and collaborative work, intended to provide opportunities for 
brainstorming, giving and receiving feedback, and repeated revisions. The stages are: 

 April 1st, in class: group meetings to work out roles and responsibilities, schedule, and initial 
discussion of choices and point-of-view. Submit document detailing this discussion on April 2nd. 

 Before April 8th, on your own meet to discuss point-of-view and initial storyboards. Consider 
aspects of clarity, fairness, breadth, and nuance. Submit document and initial .ppt detailing this 
discussion on April 8th.  

 April 8th, in class: Q & A on video production with Dan Rabinowitz, Educational Technologist, CAS-IT 
 April 15th, in class: group meetings to finalize image selection, refine script, and edit for timing. 

Submit script and rough cut on April 16th. 
 April 27th, in class: final video presentations! 

 
GRADING 
Final grades will be calculated according to the following schema and standards: 

• Reading responses – 10% each  40% of final grade 

• Op-Ed     10% of final grade 

• Debating Huqoq   10% of final grade 

• Site video, collaborative  40% of final grade 
 

EXPECTATIONS 
1.  Punctuality and attendance are required. Attendance will affect course grade. Please notify me about 
projected absences and late arrivals (aberlin@bu.edu) before the class meeting.  

mailto:rabinowitz@bu.edu
mailto:aberlin@bu.edu


2.  Assignments should be emailed as attachments (.doc/.docx, .ppt/.pptx, etc.). All assignments must be 
handed in on time. Late assignments may be docked a full letter grade.  

3. Use proper citations. Citations from printed sources should include the following: 

• author’s full name; 

• precise title of the article/chapter/book; 

• if an article or chapter, the full title of the larger work and editor(s) name(s); 

• name and place of publisher; 

• date of publication; 

• precise page number(s) from which the information or quote is derived. 
 

Citations from on-line sources should include the following: 

• title of page and/or site; 

• author’s name, when noted; 

• full URL and date accessed. 
 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND ETHICS 
Plagiarism is the use of the work of others as your own, whether published (in books or on the internet) or 
not (e.g., the writings of fellow students). It is both illegal and unethical (not always the same thing). This 
means that you cannot simply copy or paste phrases or sentences verbatim from books or web sites as if 
you had written them yourself. In your papers YOU MUST PROVIDE PROPER CITATIONS for all information 
derived from books and on-line sources.  
 
Know the BU Academic Conduct Code http://www.bu.edu/academics/resources/academic-conduct-code/. 
Cases of suspected academic misconduct will be referred to the Dean’s Office.  
 

FINALLY: What you can expect from me: 
 Transparency in the way I will assess your performance in this course. 

 Empathy, respect, and fairness in my treatment of all students. 

 An open ear to your ideas, thoughts, complaints, and solutions regarding instruction, course 
content, and your assessment. 

 Confidentiality in personnel matters and individual conversations and prompt sharing of 
information as soon as practicable. 

 

What I expect from you: 
 Patience and tolerance: these are exceptional times for the university and our society. Please bear 

with us as we navigate these situations as best as we are able. 

 Respect and professionalism: we are learning new modes of conduct along with new modes of 
learning and teaching. Please respect current codes for safety while also maintaining a commitment 
to professionalism in your classroom behavior. 

 Honesty and critique: please share any concerns that you find impacting your success in this course, 
whether that be approaches or decisions that I make, or issues that may arise with fellow students. I 
will do my best to accommodate, change, and smooth the bumps in the road. 

 Your thoughts and perspectives: always lead with your view when approaching your work in this 
course. 


